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Letter  From the Editor-in-Chief 
 This past year has been an incredibly interesting time to be a student 
of International Relations and Political Science. The European financial 
system walks a knife-edge, China is fast becoming one of the world’s most 
powerful countries both economically and militarily, and the Arab world 
is experiencing great social and political upheaval.  The world is constantly 
changing around us, and it is impossible to truly know everything about what 
is going on. The Welles Report hopes to make sense of the hurricane of activ-
ity and news that surrounds us on a regular basis. All of the articles within 
this issue have been written and edited by students from a wide variety of 
majors. Their articles offer detailed analysis of very specific issues in the in-
ternational system, descriptions of the society and culture of other countries, 
and discussions of current events in the American political landscape. 
 I have been very impressed with the writing quality of my fellow 
students in this semester’s issue of The Welles Report, and I am sure that you 
will be too. With each issue released, The Welles Report becomes a more….
regular part of SUNY Geneseo. I am so glad that this is happening, because 
everyone deserves to have the opportunity to share their thoughts and opin-
ions. I am proud that The Welles Report can be this outlet for the Geneseo 
community in terms of International Relations and Political Science. Thank 
you to all the writers who made this issue possible, and thank you to you, the 
reader, who seeks to expand your understanding of the world. 

Eric Gomez

This publication is funded in part 
by mandatory student activity fees.
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 Throughout our written his-
tory, humanity has managed to perse-
vere despite the continuous onslaught 
of crises plaguing our societies.  Our 
future, however, may not be so bright.  
Today the American, and in turn the 
global, society is facing a crisis unri-
valed in human history.  Over the last 
40-or-so years, corporations have ef-
fectively seized the reins of the United 
States government from the hands of 
the people.  This “corporate crisis,” as I 
will refer to the situation, has affected 
nearly every aspect of our society; the 
most measurable of these are our educa-
tion system and our economy.  If left 
unchecked, this crisis could lead to the 
eventual collapse of our current society.
 The United States government, 
once crafted as a system that would 
serve the interests of the people, has 
devolved into a system that utterly 
disregards the people while prioritiz-
ing the financial needs of influential 

corporations.  However, the teachings that 
inspired the United States’ independence 
and constitution insist that government is 
created in order to protect private prop-
erty, or as it is often loosely interpreted 
in today’s society, the rights of citizens.  
When millions of individual citizens 
donate to politicians, those politicians 
cannot cater to the individual wishes of 
each and every donor by voting this way or 
that in Congress.  This allows Congress to 
function in the best interest of the popula-
tion at large and preserve and protect the 
rights of all of them.  The situation in our 
society, however, is entirely different.
 Many of our nation’s policies are 
increasingly slanted toward enriching 
corporations, often at the expense of the 
people. This has become possible due to 
corporate personhood.  Due to the South-
ern Pacific case of 1886, a Supreme Court 
ruling concerning a railroad company’s 
responsibility to pay taxes, corporations 
were granted many of the same rights and 

The Corporate Crisis
By: Nick Sloper
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restrictions as citizens of the U.S. with 
regard to the Fourteenth Amendment.  
This ruling has evolved into a clear 
breach of the “restriction of monopo-
lies” policy that Thomas Jefferson had 
strongly believed in and had hoped to 
instill with the addition of the Consti-
tution’s Bill of Rights, as was expressed 
in a personal letter to James Madison.  
Corporate personhood grants corpora-
tions many constitutional protections, 
including the right to contribute to 
political campaigns.  Due to the recent 
Citizens United Supreme Court ruling 
that allows corporations to spend un-
limited sums independently to support 
or oppose candidates for office, corpora-
tions now hold the power to completely 
sway an election outcome.  Since a 
politician’s success now relies upon the 
donations of a select group of people, 
politicians will cater to the individual 
wishes of this group.  Herein lies the 
corporate crisis - an environment in 
which the government functions in the 
interest of the corporate donor rather 
than in the interests of the population 
at large.  This has in turn caused our 
society’s fundamental aspects of econo-
my and education to suffer substantial 
blows.
 The corporate crisis is severely 
injuring the United States’ economy.  
While corporate profits continue to 
soar, accounting for a near all-time 
high percentage of the economy, 80 

percent of U.S. citizens share only 7 per-
cent of the nation’s wealth. Adjusted for 
inflation, CEO pay has increased a boun-
tiful 300 percent over the course of only 
fifteen years (based on a study in 2006), 
but the average worker’s wage has in-
creased a measly 5 percent over the course 
of fifty years (Business Insider).  These 
figures represent the disturbing reality of 
our society’s economy: that a small mi-
nority of the population controls most of 
the economy’s capital resources, which in 
our time is often translated to power and/
or property.  Many would argue that our 
society utilizes a capitalist economy and 
individuals are therefore entitled to ac-
cumulate as much wealth as their success 
allows.  While this argument is true, it is 
an unfortunate over-simplification of our 
current society that results in an unsound 
argument.  The income gap that has been 
created through the corporate crisis has 
severely damaged the economy.  This 
problem of wealth distribution has been 
perpetuated through the corporate crisis, 
causing the economy’s wealth to flow di-
rectly to the top and leaving the majority 
of our society’s individuals unable to pros-
perously contribute to the economy.  If 
the majority of people are without wealth, 
their ability to consume goods and services 
plummets.  This results in an unstable 
and unproductive economy, leading to a 
stall.  Despite the severity of this prob-
lem, our society’s unequal distribution of 
wealth has had even more serious effects.
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 Upon further analysis of our 
society’s economy, it is apparent that 
the economic inequalities of our society 
have resulted in an infringement upon 
the rights of individuals.  In agreeing to 
be a member of a society, an individual 
transfers certain rights and freedoms to 
a government in exchange for the pro-
tection of their essential rights to life, 
liberty, and property (Locke).  The sta-
ple guarantees of our society maintain 
that every individual has a right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, in 
direct correlation with the philosophy 
of John Locke.  The current economic 
inequality perpetuated by the corporate 
crisis has resulted in the illegal fore-
closure of many individuals’ homes, 
the use of taxpayer’s capital to fatten 
the pockets of banks and corporations, 
and the unjust execution of individuals 
despite substantial doubts of their guilt, 
all in the pursuit of more corporate 
profit.  The pursuit of corporate profit 
is therefore infringing upon the rights 
of individuals, diminishing their abili-
ties to achieve a fulfilling life, liberty, 
and happiness.  The corporate crisis has 
severely damaged our society, the effects 
of which are not limited to the failure 
of its economy.
 The corporate crisis is also caus-
ing our society’s education system to 
suffer excruciating penalties.  Over the 
last ten years, American colleges and 
universities have experienced a 98 per-

increase in tuition cost.  In addition to 
rising tuition costs, the average college 
student is faced with $24,000 of debt upon 
graduation, academic programs are con-
tinuously cut, and teachers are being laid 
off at an ever-increasing rate.  In Geneseo, 
the Geneseo Central School District has 
suffered a loss of over $1 million in sup-
port from New York State over the last 
three years, forcing program cuts, teacher 
cuts and a less valuable education.  While 
these shocking figures continue to devas-
tate our society, corporations’ profits soar 
at the expense of the average individual.   
The corporate crisis has directly contrib-
uted to this catastrophe.
 Since our society has reached the 
point that our government is function-
ing for the interests of corporations, the 
interests of the society as a whole are 
being ignored.  Governmental spending on 
education has experienced a steady decline 
in recent years, causing the cost of educa-
tion to shift from the responsibility of the 
society to that of the private individual.  
Coincidentally, this shift has made stu-
dent loans with outrageous interest rates 
more and more prevalent, adding more 
money to the pockets of the big banks 
giving out these loans. Due to the limited 
economic capabilities of many individu-
als within our society, this has resulted in 
the inability of many to pursue education 
after graduating high school.  Education, 
which according to the United Nations 
is itself a human right, is becoming less 
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cessible.  The corporate crisis has 
resulted in the government’s failure to 
create positive educational reforms, fur-
ther perpetuating the infringement of 
individuals’ rights within our society.
Our society has reached a pivotal mo-
ment in its existence.  If the corporate 
crisis is allowed to continue its mockery 
of our systems, society will not long sur-
vive.  The crashing economy and failing 
education system will leave a massive 
scar on our society’s development if we 
do not put a stop to this.  The corporate 
crisis has continuously contravened the 
individual’s consent to be a part of our 
society and has infringed the freedoms 
that individuals give up to our govern-
mental institutions, freedoms that they 
had no right in losing.  

However, if the individuals in our society 
can come together soon to grasp the situ-
ation at hand and demand an end to the 
corporate corruption of our government, 
we will find that we can seize the reins 
of our political system from the hands of 
these unjust corporations and make our 
democracy once again work for its people.  
Only then will our society continue to 
evolve and develop, only then will we 
thrive openly and freely.

In September 2011, Solyndra, a US-
based solar panel manufacturer, de-
clared bankruptcy.  The Solyndra case 
illustrates the complexity of developing 
renewable energies.  Many globaliza-
tion factors influence the production 
and distribution of  renewable energy, 
such as economics, politics, science 
and technology policy, and commodity 
markets, to name a few. The demand 

Solyndra’s Lessons--Challenges of 
the Global Energy Market

By: Jesse Parent
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for energy continues to rise as popula-
tions grow exponentially and as coun-
tries further industrialize. In addition, 
concerns mount about the environment, 
energy security, and the general safety 
of energy production (especially follow-
ing Japan’s nuclear meltdown). Thus, 
examining Solyndra provides useful 
insight into global affairs.
 Although it was initially her-
alded as a promising U.S. venture into 
the solar energy market, Solyndra 
failed as an economically viable opera-
tion. The roots of Solyndra’s bankrupt-
cy stem from the global energy and re-
source market: Solyndra’s market niche 
diminished while China expanded its 
prowess in the solar industry. Further-
more, the U.S. government’s analysis 
of Solyndra’s progress was flawed, and 
furthered public skepticism of subsidiz-
ing solar energy companies.
 Solyndra’s collapse raises many 
questions, such as should the U.S. gov-
ernment invest in new forms of energy, 
what political forces influence govern-
ment decision-making, and what are 
the implications of the global economy 
affecting green start-up companies. 
 This analysis will examine the 
lessons to be learned from Solyndra’s 
conception, initial success, and ultimate 
downfall. 

Origins: High Hopes, a Presidential Visit

Founded in 2005, Solyndra was a solar 
panel manufacturing company based in 
Fremont, California.  The U.S. govern-
ment loaned money to Solyndra via The 
American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009, an expansion of the loan 
program formulated in the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005.  On March 20, 2009, “Energy 
Secretary Steven Chu offered a $535 mil-
lion loan guarantee for Solyndra, Inc. to 
support the company’s construction of a 
commercial-scale manufacturing plant.”  
On September 4th, the loan guarantee was 
finalized. The loan was structured to have 
multiple stages, contingent on reaching a 
variety of milestones.   Having received 
$527 million, Solyndra was in the final 
stages of the loan guarantee before declar-
ing bankruptcy . This was the Obama 
administration’s first loan guarantee.  
Solyndra was chosen to receive the loan 
guarantee because of its innovative design:  
its panels used less silicon than others in 
the industry. Silicon was very expensive at 
the time of the company’s founding.  Also, 
Solyndra’ s thin-film, tube-based solar 
panels were thought to be a new model for 
the industry, allowing the collection of 
sunlight from all angles.  
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Early on, the company showed promise, 
lining up customers and raising $600 
million in equity from investors only 
three years after its opening.  The hope 
for continued success prompted Presi-
dent Obama to visit the Solyndra plant 
in May 2010.  Yet, in just over one year 
from the visit, Solyndra declared bank-
ruptcy.  

Solyndra’s Technology and the Global 
Market

Solyndra sought the market niche of 
thin-film, solar panel applications. 
Its slogan was “Clean and Economical 
Solar Power from Your Large Rooftop.”  
Solyndra’s cylindrical design incor-
porated the ability to take in sunlight 
from any angle using direct, diffuse, 
and reflected sunlight. The manufac-
turer’s innovative panel designs incor-
porated copper indium gallium disel-
enide (CIGS) and thin-film technology. 

Solyndra claimed its products provided 
“the lowest system installation costs 
on a per watt basis for the commercial 
rooftop market.”  There is some clout 
to the company’s claims as they were 
able to line up contracts inside the 
U.S.   as well as in Europe.   Solyndra 
showed continued success with revenues 
increasing from $6 million in 2008 to 
$100 million in 2009.  

Yet outside forces were at play. The 
global economic downturn at the end of 
the decade led to a significant spending 
reduction on new technologies. China 
became increasingly dominant in the 
solar industry, thanks to favorable domes-
tic subsidies.  Polysilicon costs dropped 
drastically because of Chinese advances 
in production and procurement.  This 
significantly affected Solyndra’s competi-
tiveness vis-a-vie production costs since 
its design was founded on the premises of 
CIGS technology and silicon availability 
(and thereby its cost).  The gains made in 
2009 were lost. In 2010, Solyndra closed a 
factory and delayed expansion.  Solyndra’s 
marked vanished due to poor economic 
conditions, poor demand, and increased 
competition from China.

Favoritism leading to embarrassment?

In September 2011, Solyndra was raided 
by the FBI, which was searching for evi-
dence of fraudulent activities.  Bankrupt-
cy and further investigations and hearings 
quickly followed. Many curious activities 
involving Solyndra’s executives, lobbyists, 
Department of Energy officials, and even 
concerns within the Obama administra-
tion were brought to the limelight. 
The New York Times reported:

 During the period when Solyn-
 dra’s loan guarantee was under 
 review and management by the 
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 Energy Department, the com
 pany spent nearly $1.8 million 
 on Washington lobbyists, em
 ploying six firms with ties to 
 members of Congress and offi
 cials of the Obama White 
 House. None of the other three 
 solar panel manufacturers that 
 eventually got federal loan guar
 antees spent a dime on lobbyists. 

Furthermore, Stephen J. Spinner, a 
senior Energy Department Official and 
strong advocate for Solyndra’s loan, was 
found to have a conflict of interest since 
his wife’s law firm represents the same 
company.  There was also mounting 
tension about President Obama’s visit 
to Solyndra, with cautions coming from 
the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) as well as from private inves-
tors – one of whom alluded to possible 
bankruptcy of the company. 

In October 2011, the head of the Energy 
Department’s loan guarantee office, 
Jonathan Silver, resigned from his post.  
Despite the resignation and the bank-
ruptcy, President Obama still supports 
the concept of loan guarantees, saying:

 The idea is pretty straight
 forward: If we are going to be 
 able to compete in the 21st 
 century, then we’ve got to domi
 nate cutting-edge technolo-

 gies, we’ve got to dominate cutting-
 edge manufacturing […] Clean 
 energy is part of that package of 
 technologies of the future that 
 have to be based here in the United 
 States if we’re going to be able to 
 succeed.
  
The Future of Green Energy Investment

Some argue that political favoritism is 
the main problem in the Solyndra saga. 
Others point to the investment’s risks and 
market’s volatility that are inevitable with 
the evolution of renewable energies. One 
of the most curious elements of Solyndra’s 
story, however, is its impact on U.S. in-
vestment and the subsidization of energy 
companies. 

Stated frankly by Forbes contributor 
Janet Carmowsky, “let’s not let the politi-
cal fallout of Solyndra obscure the reality 
that if the USA wants to regain global 
competitive advantage, the businesses that 
government backs and bets on have to 
include more than banks, fossil fuel com-
panies, and insurers.”  President Obama 
acknowledges that investment and a favor-
able U.S. policy environment is necessary 
to gain global competitiveness, though 
it remains to be seen whether there is 
political willpower. Furthermore, China 
is poised to enhance its role as a global 
leader in green technology. It already has 
domestic policies and business conditions 
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conducive to the domination of the 
solar energy market.  

How does the U.S. compare in terms of 
investment? Looking to the past, the 
U.S. underwrote $3.6 billion in 1980 in 
fundamental energy research, yet only 
$2.5 billion at present.   The Washing-
ton Post reports:

 In 2009, according to the Pew 
 Charitable Trusts, China sur
 passed the United States and 
 other members of the G-20 for 
 the first time as the leader in 
 clean energy investment. [In 
 2009], clean energy investment 
 in China totaled $34.6 billion, 
 compared with $18.6 billion in 
 the United States.  

The U.S. will need to continue sup-
porting research and development (and 
investments in alternative energy solu-
tions) to be a player in the green energy 
market. “Such sudden, unpredictable 
shifts epitomize the way progress hap-
pens”, write the editors at Bloomberg.  
Furthermore it would be advantageous 
to restructure the actual loan process so 
that the U.S. government provides seed 
money rather than trying to select the 
winners from the start.   They conclude, 
“If the Solyndra debacle gets U.S. policy 
pointed in the right direction, the loan-
guarantee losses won’t have been totally 

in vain.”  

There is still potential for the U.S. to 
become a leader in the solar market and 
in the market of other emerging energies. 
Americans have the intellectual capital 
and entrepreneurial ability to produce 
innovative technologies and ideas. Yet 
without an increase in support from the 
government, and the development of wise 
policies to encourage the R&D process, 
progress will be hard to come by.

 President Obama is reviving the political 
system along with the American people.  Throughout 

-
dent Obama displayed a determination responsible for 

within the political system. Additionally,  a sense of 
empowerment has been instilled in U.S. citizens—
individuals have begun to recognize their potential 
as agents for change.  Americans have adopted an 
increasingly active role in politics, resulting in greater 
democracy. One could even argue that the ascendancy 

often elected by anti-Obama vitriol, has broadened our 
democracy.  President Obama has worked indefati-

needs, and is guiding the United States into a progres-
sive future. 
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“WAR IS A RACKET”
—U.S. Marine Major General Smedley Butler

This is the title of a speech and short book written by Butler, one of only 19 people to 
be awarded the Medal of Honor—twice.  In War Is A Racket, Butler points to a vari-
ety of examples, mostly from World War I, where industrialists whose operations were 
subsidized by public funding were able to generate substantial profits from mass human 
suffering.

What has changed in the 75 years since Butler’s book?  The amounts of money involved 
are now much larger, and nuclear weapons have been added to the mix.  And government 
and the corporate media promote fear and the war-du-jour more shamelessly than ever.

What can be done about it?  Talk to us.

Genesee Valley Citizens for Peace   (585) 624-3673   www.gvcp.org
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 If anyone has been paying at-
tention to the latest in the political 
dialog in the country, there is no doubt 
that the issue of Health Care has come 
up. In March of 2010, Congress passed 
both the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act (PPACA) and the Health 
Care and Education Reconciliation 
Act of 2010, both of which were met 
with harsh criticism from the political 
right, being labeled with the diminutive 
term, “Obamacare.” After the bills were 
passed, radio personality Rush Lim-
baugh made claims on his show that, 
“America is hanging by a thread” and, 
“our freedom has been assaulted.” The 
debate vitriol hasn’t just stemmed from 
media outlets trying to spin a story for 
ratings; it has also  bled into the  Presi-
dential debates. One of the key issues 
that all of the candidates have been 
running on is repealing “Obamacare” 
and according to polls, Obama only has 
a small lead over various Republican 
candidates, so there is a case to be made 
that that position is working. Why do 
people seem to be so opposed to a system 
of more equal access to healthcare and 
what’s more, what is the constitution-
ality of the healthcare bills? Are they 

even legal and if not, where does that sta-
tus of equal access to healthcare go from 
here?
 The Obama Administration’s 
push for healthcare reform is not the 
first time this issue has arisen; the debate 
of some form of Universal Healthcare 
has been on the political stage in this 
country before. When he was proposing 
the Social Security Act in an address to 
Congress in 1935, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt called for “additional Federal 
aid to State and local public-health agen-
cies and the strengthening of the Federal 
Public Health Service.” His statement 
does not necessarily explicitly call for a 
system of Universal Healthcare; it does 
call for appropriation of more money to a 
public service of health. Nearly ten years 
later, in what would be his final State of 
the Union address, Roosevelt announced 
a plan for a second bill of rights that 
included, “the right to adequate medical 
care and the opportunity to achieve and 
enjoy good health.” Roosevelt passed away 
before it was ever put through Congress. 
After the Roosevelt Administration, the 
issue was picked up a few more times, 
most recently by the Clinton Administra-
tion campaign, which heavily focused on 
health care. However, once Clinton was 
elected, his plan was shot down in Con-
gress, even before the Republican Revolu-
tion.
 As the past dictates, America has 
been opposed to the idea of Universal 

The Constitutionality of 
Healthcare Reform

By: Chris Miller
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Healthcare, or is there more to it than 
that? Both sides of the argument have 
fought the battle for healthcare reform 
vehemently, but what side represents 
the American people? The idea that 
the Government is responsible to make 
sure that all Americans have the ability 
to seek out healthcare has seemingly 
always polled high with the Ameri-
can people. According to Gallup, it 
only dipped below 50% when the recent 
debates on healthcare reform began. In 
2007, it polled as high as 70%, which 
clearly shows that the majority of the 
American people do not share the vit-
riol and anger over healthcare reform. 
Even at its lowest, there remains a 
clear, strong showing that Americans 
want government assistance in the 
search for equal access to healthcare. 
 One of the biggest issues that 
has surfaced in the debate of the 
healthcare bills is that citizens now 
have a mandate to buy health insur-
ance. However, this is far from the first 
government mandate. States do it all 
the time. There is some type of mandate 
to buy auto insurance in all 50 states, as 
it has been found that it is cheaper for 
all parties involved if all legal drivers 
are insured. In New York State there 
is a mandate that all cyclists wear a 
helmet when riding and while that is 
generally a small, one time purchase, it 
shows a clear precedent in the Govern-
ment to regulate the safety of its citi-

zens. And while the similarities aren’t 
entirely congruent, taxation can also be 
a mandate. While it’s not a requirement 
to purchase a good or service, there are 
strict consequences if a person does not 
pay their taxes. The one difference that 
the healthcare bills stipulate is that if a 
person cannot pay for insurance, they will 
have it subsidized, therefore making the 
health insurance mandate less of a burden 
on the people.
 The biggest debate in the consti-
tutionality of the healthcare reform acts 
comes from the 10th Amendment, which 
states that “the powers not delegated to 
the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States respectively, or to the people.” 
The basis for this debate is that Govern-
ment run healthcare or insurance are not 
mentioned in the Constitution, therefore 
any type of healthcare initiative must be 
done through the States. Normally, this 
would be compelling, however Article 1, 
Section 8 of the Constitution states, “the 
Congress shall have Power…To lay and 
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Ex-
cises, to pay the Debts and provide for the 
common Defense and general Welfare of 
the United States.” This clause was left 
vague and doesn’t expressly go into what 
general welfare entails. Assuming that the 
Constitution is supposed to be a document 
open for interpretation, one can clearly 
make the case that healthcare for the 
people, and equal access to it, fall under 
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general welfare; therefore the argu-
ment based around the 10th amendment 
doesn’t carry much weight.
 Currently the constitutional-
ity of the healthcare laws, specifically 
the government mandate, is still up for 
debate. The debate of its constitution-
ality will not be fully settled until it 
goes through the Supreme Court, where 
the case is currently pending. There 
have been several cases in lower courts 
where there have been conflicting rul-
ings, the latest of which has questioned 
the constitutionality of healthcare. 
With so many differing opinions being 
expressed by opposing sides, it is clear 
that this debate is not going anywhere 
until the Supreme Court makes its’ deci-
sion.

leaders employ.  Americans do not understand 
the antipathy toward the West because they do 
not remember the control that America and 
other Western superpowers exercised over Iran 
in the past.  Perhaps if the colonial history of 
Iran was taken into consideration, Iranians’ 
actions would make more sense; Iranians have 
an intense desire for independence as a result of 
their past subjugation.
 Another factor to consider when 
discussing the anti-Muslim bias of American 
media is the very nature of the media and their 
motives.  American media are almost entirely 
privately owned.  As this is the case, produc-
ing a pro�t is their primary concern.  To make 
money, media must produce stories that gain a 
wide readership or viewership; they must pres-
ent the news in the way that the public wants to 
see it.  Unfortunately, this leads to simple, sen-
sationalistic stories, gripping visuals, and a focus 
on famous individuals rather than reasoned 
analysis.  For example, Neil MacMaster points 
out that the media are biased towards images of 
veiled women and heavily armed fundamental-
ists when reporting on the Muslim world.  �e 
media choose images such as these because they 
enthrall the American public.  Similarly, it is 
more pro�table for the media to report on the 
extreme pronouncements of Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad rather than examine Iranian society 
as a whole or report on the more moderate 
discourse of Mohammad Khatami.  It is rare

that a serious examination of the Muslim world, 
or the groups within it, is conducted. 
 Another example of how American 
media over-simplify the Muslim world concerns 
the Muslim Brotherhood and Islamic Jihad 
in Egypt.  Americans tend to view these two 
groups as comparable similar; however, this is 
far from the truth.  �e Muslim Brotherhood 
has forsworn violence for decades and par-
ticipates in the Egyptian parliament through 
peaceful, democratic means. In contrast, Islamic 
Jihad is rightly viewed as an extreme, violent Is-
lamist organization.  �ere is little incentive for 
the media to elucidate these di�erences because 
terrorism and fear sell.  Although the media 
pro�t, an undesirable ignorance about the 
distinction between peaceful Muslim activism 
and violent Muslim radicalism results among 
Americans.
 All of these factors contribute to the 
anti-Muslim bias of American media.  In turn, 
the bias of the media prejudices many Ameri-
cans against Muslims and the Muslim world.  
However, there are some reputable media 
outlets that present a more balanced portrayal 
of the Muslim world.  Unfortunately, many of 
these media are newspapers; with the decline 
of reputable newspapers in relation to online 
sources with less rigorous standards of journal-
ism, the anti-Muslim bias of American media is 
likely to intensify. �
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Obama Can’t Win
By: Amanda Shapiro

 What can the President do 
when Mitch McConnell, Senate Minor-
ity Leader, speaks out and says, “The 
single most important thing we want 
to achieve is for President Obama to 
be a one-term president”? It is hard to 
actually make a difference when the 
people who should be working with the 
President are so obstinate and narrow-
minded that their only goal is to unseat 
him. The American public would like 
to believe that the politicians in Wash-
ington D.C. are there because they want 
to make a difference, but the truth is 
that they are there for their own per-
sonal gain. It doesn’t matter if you are 
a Democrat or Republican, if you are 
a politician, somewhere inside of you 
lays a shred of ruthlessness. I think 
everyone can agree as a country, times 
are tough. We are trying to climb out of 
a recession, we’re engaged in two wars, 
and unemployment is at an all time 

high. Now is not the time for partisan-
ship. Isn’t it exhausting to constantly be 
at each other’s throats? Congress needs 
to stop wasting their energy on beating 
out one another and focus on the bigger 
picture: The United States. 
 But the Republicans especially 
have a difficult time doing this. No mat-
ter how many times President Obama 
has tried to extend a friendly hand across 
the aisle, there has always been someone 
there, slapping him on the wrist. When 
President Obama came into office in 2008, 
he came in as a symbol of change. People 
were fed up under the Bush Administra-
tion and change was exactly what this 
country needed. However, although Presi-
dent Obama has done a lot, I don’t believe 
he has performed to his fullest potential. 
 Healthcare is one thing that fell 
short of expectations. Healthcare reform 
was one of President Obama’s major 
campaign points that people were excited 
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and ready for; the Public Option being 
a huge selling point. But Healthcare 
reform quickly turned to Obamacare 
and Obamacare became known as the 
President’s plan to make the U.S a 
socialist nation. The Public Option 
would only help those who could not 
afford to pay for private health insur-
ance. One would think that allowing 
medical care for those who can’t afford 
it would be good right? Wrong. I’m not 
sure why it is wrong but I believe it goes 
back to the fear of too much govern-
ment involvement. Who is afraid of 
government involvement? The private 
insurance companies because they knew 
having the public option would increase 
competition for them and probably lead 
them to lower their rates. 
 So where does that leave health-
care reform? No public option was 
mentioned in the bill. The main goal 
of the Republicans was to make sure 
Obama did not come out of the process 
looking like a hero. Even though the 
Bill passed in the Senate during the 
spring of 2010, the Republican’s next 
plan was to block the passage of the 
reconciliation bill, which would put an 
end to the reform. The Republicans are 
like a pit-bull with a toy, they won’t let 
go until they win. The Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act was 
signed into law in March of 2010 and 
President Obama made the statement,  
“Today we are affirming that essential 

truth, a truth every generation is called to 
rediscover for itself, that we are not a na-
tion that scales back its aspirations.” Dare 
to dream, Mr. President. 
 It seemed unreal when the Presi-
dent received opposition concerning the 
American Jobs Act. When the unemploy-
ment rate is at around nine percent, this 
country needs all the help it can get. After 
four years of college and thousands of dol-
lars later, the thought of college graduates 
entering the workforce where it is next 
to impossible to find a job is frightening. 
Things are not getting cheaper and the 
markets are just getting more and more 
competitive. So why do the Republicans 
want their children and grandchildren to 
live in a world like this? It could be be-
cause the leaders of the Republican Party 
are independently wealthy and have made 
sure their families are financially set. 
Now, that is fine, but just because your 
family is fine doesn’t mean that the rest 
of America’s are.  So why block a bill that 
according to WhiteHouse.gov, will give 
tax cuts to small business as incentives to 
hire more workers, will put workers back 
in the field while “modernizing America” 
and offer tax relief to American fami-
lies? Yet, what did the right do? They 
blocked the bill. President Obama, more 
furious than he let on, finally used his 
bully pulpit and appealed directly to the 
American People. He urged, “if they [the 
Republicans] vote against these propos-
als again ... then they’re not going to have 
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to answer to me. They’re going to have 
to answer to you…” It is hard to wrap 
my mind around the fact that no matter 
how hard President Obama tries to bet-
ter this country, there is always some-
one trying to bring him down. We don’t 
have time for the game of politics; we 
need to focus on rebuilding a crumbling 
United States. 
 Even more recently, President 
Obama is dealing with the backlash 
of announcing the withdrawal of U.S 
troops from Iraq this upcoming De-
cember. The President received mixed 
emotions from this announcement. 
From some, he received nothing but 
praise. The U.S has been at war in Iraq 
for eight years. That’s eight years of 
a war that’s purpose was never fully 
explained to the American people, eight 
years of money being drained out of the 
economy, and eight years of thousands 
of lives prematurely lost. Therefore, 
the idea of bringing our troops home 
for the holidays should be a happy an-
nouncement. However, with any happy 
occasion there has to be one group 
bringing it down. Republican Presiden-
tial Candidate, Mitt Romney, believes 
President Obama has, “failed [sic] to 
secure an orderly transition in Iraq…” 
leaving our troops vulnerable and will 
risk the victories that were won through 
the blood and sacrifice of thousands of 
American men and women.” President 
Bush declared mission accomplished in 

Iraq eight years ago on May 1st.  Ac-
cording to the blog, “The Old Redneck 
Speaks,” his three main goals for the U.S’s 
involvement were to oust Sadam Hussein, 
find and destroy weapons of mass destruc-
tion that did not exist, and to rid Iraq of 
terrorist ties. The U.S accomplished all 
three. Therefore, when President Bush 
declared mission accomplished that 
should have been the end of it. So why 
blame President Obama for a decision 
that should have been made eight years 
ago? 
 No matter how hard President 
Obama tries, he can’t win. I truly believe 
he is capable of accomplishing greater 
things and I think what he really needs 
right now is time. But when the one unit-
ing factor of the GOP is to oust the “so-
cialist” Barack Obama, it is hard to really 
focus on the issues. It is infuriating when 
you hear that change is finally being 
made, but has to be put on hold to appease 
the right. These kinds of tactics would be 
expected from toddlers, but not from the 
grown men and women who are running 
our government. It is time to stop playing 
the game of politics and take responsibil-
ity for our country. 
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 There can be no doubt of Chi-
na’s growing importance as a global 
economic and political power. In April 
of this year the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) predicted that China’s 
GDP, based on purchasing power par-
ity, will surpass America’s by 2016. 
China’s impressive and ongoing eco-
nomic ascendency has spilled over into 
its military budget. In 1989 the govern-
ment launched a modernization plan 
for the armed forces and ever since then 
the military budget has experienced an 
average increase of 12.9% annually. New 
military hardware, including stealth 
fighter-bombers, a refurbished Soviet-
era aircraft carrier, and “carrier-kill” 
ballistic missiles, have been added to 
China’s impressive and growing arse-
nal. This increasing power has made 
China bolder in asserting its power in 
the South China Sea and in East Asia, 
but the question of whether China will 
become the next global military super-
power remains yet to be seen. China 
clearly has the dominant military in 
East Asia, but its ascendency on the 
global scale is not assured. Regardless, 
the United States should approach the 
Chinese military more as a partner than 
a rival if regional and global peace has 

a chance of being maintained. 
  China’s military spending has 
skyrocketed since it launched its military 
modernization plan in 1989. However 
military spending in the United States, 
in nominal terms, still exceeds China’s 
by leaps and bounds. This nominal ad-
vantage for the United States hides some 
issues though. According to the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute’s 
2010 Yearbook, China was the second-
largest military spender in the world 
after the United States, but that does not 
mean that Chinese military spending is at 
parity with American spending. In 2010, 
the United States spent $698 billion on 
its military. This figure counts for 4.8% 
of America’s GDP and a staggering 42.8% 
of ALL global military spending for that 
year. China, the second-largest global 
spender, spent “only” $119 billion (2.1% of 
its GDP and 7.3% of global military spend-

China: The Next Global 
Military Superpower?

By: Eric Gomez
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ing). However, in real terms, Chinese 
military spending is much closer to 
that of the United States. According to 
a report on China’s defense budget done 
by GlobalSecurity.org, at parity Chi-
nese military expenditure is over $400 
billion, or about two-thirds that of the 
United States. The rate of China’s grow-
ing military spending has also been im-
pressive. Adjusted for inflation, average 
annual defense budget growth in China 
from 1996 to 2006 was 11.8% compared 
with an average growth in GDP of 9.2%. 
 However, the true scale of the 
increased military spending is hard 
to judge because of a lack of transpar-
ency. According to GlobalSecurity.
org, “China’s published defense budget 
does not include large categories of 
expenditure.” It is possible that China’s 
actual military budget is far larger 
than the official statements released 
by the government. Western observers 
have criticized the Chinese govern-
ment for this lack of transparency. One 
complaint has been the exclusion of 
major expenditures such as the funding 
for the paramilitary People’s Armed 
Police (PAP), which has an estimated 
size of 1.1 to 1.5 million. Information 
regarding the purchasing of weapons 
and hardware from overseas is also 
obscured, as well as state subsides given 
to China’s defense industries. It would 
be safe to assume that actual Chinese 
military spending is greater than the 

official figures released by the govern-
ment, but just how greater remains a 
mystery.  
 Where is all the money going? 
With almost 2.3 million people on active 
duty China has the largest military in the 
world. In addition there is a large reserve 
force that must also be provided for. These 
people have to be fed, paid, and  receive 
access to medical care. Facilities also 
need to be maintained and repaired. The 
three main categories of Chinese expen-
diture on national defense are: personnel 
expenses (pay, food, etc.); maintenance 
of activities (training, construction/
maintenance costs); and equipment costs. 
A large amount of spending also goes to 
pensions, education for the children of 
servicemen and women, and participation 
in emergency and disaster relief missions. 
One simple explanation for the amount 
of money spent on the Chinese military is 
its raw size. A military that large needs a 
good deal of resources to provide for the 
needs of its personnel and maintain the 
equipment it already has. 
 Increasing military spending for 
the reasons stated above is not necessarily 
newsworthy, but the development of new 
weapons is. It is in this field that China 
has made considerable advancements. A 
good deal of attention has been given to 
the development of weapons that would 
give China an advantage in the sea and 
the sky. The most worrying new piece 
of hardware, for the United States Navy 
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(USN) in particular, is the Dong-Feng 
21 (DF-21) ballistic missile. According 
to the Danger Room blog from Wired 
magazine, the DF-21 is a conventional 
medium –range anti-ship ballistic mis-
sile (ASBM) that is designed to target 
aircraft carriers. The DF-21, which 
is in the testing stage, would be the 
first ASBM that could target a moving 
aircraft carrier. It is hard to see any 
reason for the development of the DF-
21 that does not have to do with defense 
against the USN because the USN is the 
largest operator of aircraft carriers in 
the world. According to the Heritage 
Foundation, the USN operates eleven 
aircraft carriers. Only two other Asian 
countries, India and Thailand, have 
aircraft carriers in their fleets, and 
they only operate one aircraft carrier 
each. Most likely the DF-21 is meant to 
counter a US military adventure that 
might protect Taiwan from a Chinese 
attack, an operation in which aircraft 
carriers would play an essential role. 
 The People’s Liberation Army 
Navy (PLAN) is thinking big and 
small as it develops its capabilities. On 
the big side, it is renovating  aircraft 
carriers. In 2002 China began renovat-
ing a stripped down Soviet-era aircraft 
carrier, named the Varyag, which was 
sold to China by the Ukraine. The 
Varyag’s renovation was completed 
this year and the ship has begun sea 
trials. However, Defense Department 

experts are not overly concerned about the 
Varyag. In a 2010 report to Congress, the 
DoD seems unimpressed at the aircraft 
carrier and says that it will be several 
more years before China has the capabil-
ity to make its own carrier. On the small 
side, PLAN has been developing the Type 
022 missile boat, a small and cheap ship 
killer. So far 83 of these ships have been 
produced. There is a serious concern that 
packs of these ships, and the anti-ship 
missiles they fire, could overwhelm the 
close-range defenses of larger US war-
ships. American efforts to build a ship 
similar to the Type 022 have floundered; 
there are many articles on the Danger 
Room blog that tell the sad story of the 
USN’s Littoral Combat Ship (LCS), which 
has been “anything but small, cheap, and 
numerous.” 
 In summary, China has been 
spending a whole lot of money on its 
military over the last 20 years or so, with 
a good deal of money being spent on new 
hardware like ship killing ballistic mis-
siles and new ships. But does this mean 
that China is going to become a global 
military superpower in the near future? 
My answer, and the answer from the 
Pentagon, is “no”, at least not for the next 
several decades. China will certainly be-
come the regional military superpower of 
East Asia, but their global reach remains 
limited. Two critical components for a 
global military superpower are a large Air 
Force and a large Navy*. The USN has 
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110 surface ships and 71 nuclear-pow-
ered submarines; PLAN has 80 surface 
ships and 65 submarines, only 9 of 
which are nuclear-powered. The USN is 
also on the winning side of the carrier 
gap, boasting 11 carriers to China’s one. 
The DF-21 missiles might be able to 
keep US carriers out of China’s coastal 
waters, but the PLAN simply can-
not project global power in the same 
way that the USN can, at least not for 
the immediate future. In terms of air 
power, the differences are even starker. 
The USAF operates over 500 tanker 
aircraft compared to China’s 14. Aerial 
refueling allows for global reach and 
global influence, without this capabil-
ity China will never become a global 
military power. The USAF also has the 
numerical (and qualitative) advantage 
in fighter aircraft. China will become a 
dominant regional power, but its ascen-
dency to a global military power is still 
a ways off as long as it lacks the ability 
to control the sky and the seas. 
 Looking to the future, the 
United States military should talk with 
and cooperate with the Chinese military 
in order to form a relationship that will 
be positive for East Asia and the world. 
There are many points of contention 
between the United States and China, 
including the issue of Taiwan, control 
of the South China Sea, and our respec-
tive relationships with North Korea, 
but to not attempt cooperation because 

of these differences would be foolhardy 
and dangerous. China clearly views the 
United States as a threat; otherwise it 
would not be developing weapons systems 
that are meant to specifically counter US 
military hardware. The US must do all 
that it can to prove to the Chinese gov-
ernment that it is not trying to threaten 
Chinese interests, and common ground 
must be found between our two countries 
if any semblance of peace is to exist in the 
21st century.  

* I make comparisons with the US armed 
forces because the US is a global military 
superpower, not because I think/want a 
US war with China to break out. 
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Stateless: The Gradual 
Disenfranchisement of 
the Bidun in Kuwait

By: Sophia Hutnik

Approximately the size of New Jersey, 
Kuwaiti citizens enjoy a life filled 
with state benefits.  The literacy rate is 
around 93.3%, life expectancy is 77.09 
years, and citizens enjoy free education, 
health care, guaranteed employment, 
housing grants, food and commodity 
subsidies and more from the govern-
ment. The median income is $81,000 
and it is the 11th richest country in 
the world, mostly because it holds 8% of 
the world’s oil supply. Out of the total 
population of 2.6 million, 1.3 million 
are non-nationals of which more than 
106,000 people residing in Kuwait are 
stateless according to official statis-
tics. The majority, if not all, of these 
stateless peoples are descendants of the 
Bedouin, those residing in Kuwait are 
commonly called Bidun. The condition 
of statelessness is one of the greatest 
impediments to human rights. The de-
volution of the status of stateless Bidun 
since 1985 is in violation with numer-
ous international and human rights 
laws and is an atrocity that receives 
very little media attention.

At the inception of state of Kuwait, 

those who were eligible for citizenship 
were given the option of filing to become a 
Kuwaiti. In Kuwait today, there are three 
types of stateless peoples with claims of 
naturalization. The first are descendants 
from ancestors who either did not recog-
nize the importance, grasp the concept of 
citizenship or did not possess the proper 
documentation upon independence and 
thus never became citizens. The second 
category is composed of those who were 
recruited from other states by the Kuwaiti 
government to be in the armed forces and 
police during the 1960’s and ‘70s. Rather 
than acknowledge that they were staffing 
the police and military with foreign na-
tionals, the Kuwaiti government labeled 
those recruited as Bidun. Many of these 
men settled permanently with their fami-
lies in Kuwait. Those that fall under the 
third category are the children of Kuwaiti 
mothers and Bidun or foreign fathers.

During the 1960’s and ‘70s the Bidun in 
Kuwait who were not citizens enjoyed 
many of the benefits of being a citizen. 
They had access to free health care, educa-
tion, and jobs. Although they could not 
vote, they were recognized as possessing 
rights. Kuwait’s Nationality Law passed 
in 1959 has been amended 12 times since 
its creation. Each amendment has passed 
even more stringent rules restricting ac-
cess to state resources and the parameters 
for naturalization. An amendment in 
1980 said that women could no longer pass 
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down their nationality to their chil-
dren. This is a breach of the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child, which 
Kuwait signed in 1991. Article 7 of this 
convention states that all children have 
the right to nationality and registra-
tion at birth. However, to this day, most 
children of Bidun fathers and Kuwaiti 
mothers are not officially registered at 
birth and are considered to be stateless, 
or officially “illegal residents”. Many of 
the other amendments that have been 
made to the Nationality law have been 
equally restricting on the rights of the 
Bidun to apply for citizenship as well 
as their rights in daily life.

It was not until 1985 that the status of 
the Bidun in society changed. In 1985 
the state changed the Bidun’s status 
from legal residents without a nation-
ality to illegal residents. In the same 
year, it was decided that there were no 
Biduns in Kuwait, only Kuwaitis and 
non-Kuwaitis. This was, to some degree, 
a response to the 1980-1988 Iran Iraq 
war where Kuwait sided with Iraq. In 
1990 the invasion of Iraq into Kuwait 
led to further discrimination of the 
Bidun. Since the 1990’s, the Kuwaiti 
state has claimed that there are no 
stateless persons in Kuwait and they no 
longer publish statistics on the number 
of stateless persons. The State claims 
that the majority of illegal residents 
are nationals of other countries and 

have no claim to Kuwaiti nationality. 
In 2010 a study by the Kuwait Supreme 
Council of Higher Planning claimed that 
of the 106,000 illegal residents, 34,000 are 
valid candidates for citizenship and the 
other 68,000 have other origins. Those 
who the government claims to be in the 
other origins category were required to 
produce passports of another national-
ity in order to retain their jobs. Since 
most of these people had been in Kuwait 
for generations, they had to obtain fake 
passports in order to keep their jobs. 
However, by using these fake passports, 
these people gave up their claim to Ku-
waiti nationality. Furthermore, these 
passports have proven to be almost impos-
sible to renew leaving the people and their 
families without any claim to Kuwaiti 
nationality and without other documenta-
tion once the passport expires. Families 
in this situation are not able to work and 
have to remain hidden in order to avoid 
deportation or detention. This process has 
resulted in an unknown increase of un-
registered stateless Bidun in Kuwait who 
have almost no access to any type of public 
or state resources and who are living in 
limbo, unable to do anything. 

Many people throughout the world do 
have access to free health care and educa-
tion, but they usually do have access to 
proper civil documentation. With civil 
documentation, people have the right to 
marry, are registered at birth, have access 
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to death certificates (which are needed 
to claim both bodies and inheritance), 
and most importantly, the right to civil 
IDs. Civil IDs are necessary in order 
to purchase property, for legal employ-
ment, enrollment into schools or other 
educational institutions and more. The 
106,000 “illegal residents” who are of-
ficially recognized by Kuwait were able 
to apply for a special security card with 
their information between 1996 and 
2000, although on the back of each card 
a disclaimer states that the card is not 
proof of identification. This gives those 
who applied for a card limited access 
to some state programs and employ-
ment opportunities but must be renewed 
either on a yearly or bi-yearly basis. 
However, many “illegal residents “do 
not have these cards and are not count-
ed in the official 106,000 statistic.

Kuwait established the Committee for 
Illegal Residents’ Affairs in 1996 with 
Amiri Decree No 58. The Central Sys-
tem to Resolve Illegal Residents’ Status 
(CSRIRS) replaced this body in 2010, 
although their administrative functions 
remain the same. The CSRIRS is the 
exclusive authority on all issues regard-
ing nationality and official documen-
tation of the Bidun. Its purpose is to 
resolve the issue of illegal residents, it 
does so through the proposal of laws 
and regulations and overseeing the 
distribution of documentation to the 

Bidun. Those who are stateless are depen-
dent on this committee. Unfortunately, 
the CSRIRS routinely denies birth, 
marriage and death certificates/ registra-
tion while citizenship claims are process-
ing. This violates the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child as well as the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights. 

The CSRIRS routinely accuses stateless 
persons that they are of another nationali-
ty based on undisclosed intelligence. In an 
interview with the Human Rights Watch, 
a man described how he was told that he 
was Iranian by the CSRIRS, he then got 
official documentation from Iran saying 
that he was not Iranian, but the Kuwaiti 
state refused to listen and maintained 
that he was an illegal resident of Iranian 
descent. Those who are told that they are 
of another nationality are forced to give 
up any claim to Kuwaiti nationality. In 
addition, the CSRIRS often refuses mar-
riage, death, and birth certificates unless 
the applicants forsake claims to Kuwaiti 
nationality. 

There are many injustices, inequalities, 
and tragedies in this world. The plight of 
the stateless should be considered among 
the worst. Although they are not facing 
violence per se, the fact that they are not 
recognized as having any type of right 
or existence contradicts the very essence 
of the international community and the 
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rights of humanity. The stateless Bidun 
in Kuwait may not number in the mil-
lions, but their disenfranchisement 
from the state where they have been 
for generations is not only a serious 
issue that should be brought to light 
more often, but has the potential to 
cause conflict within Kuwait and in 
the region. A hint of the dissension of 
the Bidun has already been seen in the 
riots in during the early part of 2011 
where 1000 or so Biduns participated 
in a protest calling for rights. The brief 
uprisings paired with international and 
political criticism have already forced 
the Kuwaiti government to relax some 
regulations on illegal employment and 
increase opportunities for jobs in the 
government for the Bidun. However, 
these steps are inadequate and further 
awareness of the issue and pressure on 
the Kuwaiti government are required 
to bring an identity to those without a 
state.

Yemen has been experiencing protests 
since February 2011 in part of what the 
media has dubbed the “Arab Spring”. 
Contrary to what the term and the media 
suggest, the Arab Spring is not a unified 
movement. Each country that has seen 
violence and protests has an individual 
political history and culture that have led 
to their protests. A study of the informal 
political structure of Yemen is required in 
order to evaluate the unique causes, actors 
and consequences of the protests in Ye-
men. 
 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh first be-
came president of North Yemen prior to 
unification in 1978. During the 1970s and 
1980s Yemen’s economy was remittance-
based. This decreased the access of the 

How Do We Help the 
Yemeni People...
By: Sophia Hutnik
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State to the inflow of money and al-
lowed for the development of an in-
dependent civil society. In 1986, fall-
ing oil prices curtailed both aid from 
Gulf countries and remittances from 
abroad. In addition, oil was discovered 
in northern Yemen in 1984, drastically 
increasing the State’s resources. The 
remittance-based economy completely 
dissolved in 1991 after Saudi Arabia 
expelled 800,000 Yemeni workers in 
response to Yemen’s refusal to condemn 
Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait. 
As a result of the loss of remittances 
and aid, the Government increased 
taxes and began to regulate imports 
more strictly. The General Peoples Con-
gress (GPC), the President’s party, was 
able to co-opt civil society groups and 
played a large role in repressing opposi-
tion as Saleh’s resource base grew. As a 
consequence, the Yemeni government 
had significantly more resources to co-
opt and hand out to patronage networks 
and was able to incorporate civil society 
into these networks. Power began to be 
transferred through informal patron-
age networks, leading to a weakening 
of state institutions and a decreasing 
ability for individuals or groups to ef-
fect change. 

With the resources acquired from the 
discovery of oil and higher taxes and 
import regulations, Saleh was able to 
develop an extensive and inclusive pa-

tronage system. This was a fluid system 
and Saleh and his clients continuously 
made miscalculations and mistakes with-
in the framework of acceptable actions 
and demands. Elites that were clients 
expected a certain amount of patronage 
to be extended to them by Saleh based on 
their connections, tribal ties, and abili-
ties. When their expectations were not 
met, they used a variety of means to gain 
leverage including blackmail, roadblocks, 
threats, and criticisms. These means were 
considered acceptable as long as they 
didn’t threaten the status quo. Conversely, 
Saleh could punish those who he believed 
were demanding too much or who refused 
patronage. Punishments tended to be 
political and economic rather than physi-
cal, although members of the military 
and security service were at a higher risk 
of death or violence. Some examples of 
non-violent sanctions included financial 
chaos, loss of private property, black-
mail, and patronage of rivals. A handful 
of elites were able to avoid patronage, 
but their ability to promote reform was 
severely restricted by their isolation from 
the State and the financial and social 
sanctions that were placed on them.

Saleh extended patronage to a variety of 
groups and individuals based on connec-
tions, tribal ties, and abilities. The sys-
tem was inclusive with respect to groups 
but individual character and ability also 
played a role in determining favor. Rather 
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than exclude and punish his enemies, 
Saleh tended to bring them into the 
patronage network. He paid consider-
able attention to leaders who had a 
significant local following, neutral-
izing their ability to instigate a revolt 
or threaten his power. In short, Saleh 
retained power through the co-option 
of a variety of actors and ensuring that 
their interests lied in the maintenance 
of the status quo.

The resources of the State have been 
diminishing in recent years thus de-
creasing the ability of Saleh to broadly 
extend patronage. Oil reserves are 
estimated to disappear within the next 
decade, the clean water supply is one of 
the lowest in the world, and the formal 
economy is essentially stalled and inef-
ficient. As a result, Saleh had to nar-
row access to resources and patronage. 
At the same time that the resource base 
was shrinking, there was a new genera-
tion of tribal Sheikhs and other elites 
who believed that they were entitled to 
a high level of access to state resources 
and were dissatisfied when they found 
themselves losing patronage. 

On February 27,  2011, protests began in 
Sana’a, the capital. Saleh claims, with 
some corroboration by witnesses, that in 
the initial stages of protest the protes-
tors were bused in and paid with qat 
(a popular narcotic) by his disgruntled 

clients. The protests then developed and 
expanded as a peaceful youth movement 
joined in. The other major actor in the 
protests was the opposition party, the 
Joint Meeting Parties (JMP). While the 
youth movement has the largest following, 
the disgruntled clients, composed primar-
ily of tribal leaders headed by the al-
Ahmar family, have access to the greatest 
amount of political and military resourc-
es. The aims of the protestors differ. The 
tribal elements of the protest led by Ha-
mid al-Ahmar wish to depose Saleh but 
maintain the regime in order to continue 
to benefit from the system. The public has 
demanded for Saleh to step down and to 
be held accountable for the violence that 
the State has inflicted on the protestors.

Throughout these protests, Saleh called 
on the US and other states for support. He 
claims that if he is deposed: AQAP (the 
Al-Qaeda branch in Yemen) will take 
over, there will be tribal war and anarchy, 
the South will secede, and the Houthi 
rebellion in the North will become more 
violent and eventuate in them seceding. 
Several opposition leaders within Yemen 
as well as political analysts believe that 
Saleh exaggerated the threat of AQAP in 
order to manipulate the US into giving 
him more money and support. While this 
claim and analysis has not been officially 
substantiated, in 2010 the US increased 
aid to Yemen to $150 million. This inflow 
of money sustained Saleh’s patronage net-
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works and would have been detrimental 
to his control of society if he had lost it.

The Yemeni people have many le-
gitimate grievances when it comes to 
Saleh’s regime. While Saleh nominally 
incorporated Southern political lead-
ers in the government and patronage 
networks, they do not hold any real 
power or access to resources. The South 
does not receive enough aid or assis-
tance from the State leading to increas-
ing resentment of Saleh and calls for 
secession. The Government has not met 
the general demands of  society since 
2004, and access to water and land has 
been centralized into a few hands. This, 
paired with a narrowing of the patron-
age network, has culminated in the 
protests.

Some scholars have pointed to the JMP 
as a legitimate opposition party that 
illustrates the potential of a multiparty 
system to arise. The JMP is made up of 
5 parties: the two most important ones 
being Islah and the Yemeni Socialist 
Party (YSP). Islah is the strongest and 
largest party in the JMP and retains 
most of the control. It is an Islamist 
party that was influenced heavily by 
the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt. 
Unfortunately, most of the top leaders 
of Islah have been co-opted by Saleh‘s 
patronage and have very real interests 
in maintaining the current political 

system. According to this account, the op-
position has only been allowed to survive 
because many of the leaders have strong 
ties to the current State through the 
patronage network and are interested in 
the perpetuation of the status quo. There 
are potential reformers within the GPC 
and the JMP who may be able to develop a 
credible opposition to the current regime, 
however it is yet to be seen if they will be 
able to disengage themselves from the pa-
tronage networks. Another point of hope, 
according several interviews with Yemeni 
witnesses, is that elites who are seen tak-
ing patronage from Saleh or the regime 
have been losing support in society indi-
cating that pressure at the grassroots level 
may be instrumental in the disintegration 
of the patronage networks.

Yemen needs to develop transparent state 
institutions through which power is trans-
ferred. This would include, most impor-
tantly, an effective judicial system that 
would protect private property and indi-
viduals from the State. Yemen’s economy 
needs to be diversified and industries 
need to be encouraged. This will not 
happen if the current regime and patron-
age networks are maintained. The Gulf 
Initiative, as developed by Gulf Corpora-
tion Council, recommended that Saleh 
hand over power to his Vice President 
Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi who would 
then negotiate with the opposition over 
a power transfer. It also provided Saleh 
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hand over power to his Vice President 
Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi who would 
then negotiate with the opposition over 
a power transfer. It also provided Saleh 
and his family with immunity con-
trary to the wishes and demands of the 
protestors. On 23 November 2011 after 
10 months of fighting, Saleh agreed to 
step down within 30 days. This agree-
ment does not respect the demands of 
the protestors and it does not address 
the key failings of the Yemeni state. 
While there is hope yet that the poten-
tial reformers who have laid in wait 
under Saleh will come to the forefront 
and initiate the greatly needed reforms, 
there are many obstacles to overcome 
before Yemen becomes stable and pros-
perous. 

How do we help the Yemeni people 
while protecting our own interests?
 
The US does not have the ability to 
erect a viable government in Yemen, 
and nor should it try. In order to help 
the Yemeni people and protect our in-
terests, a viable political solution needs 
to be developed by the various actors 
within Yemen that ensures that power 
is transferred through transparent for-
mal institutions and that addresses the 
societal and economic failings of the 
State. The International Community 
can help by giving aid to social pro-
grams and by preventing outside states’ 

interests from determining Yemen’s 
future. In the near future, the US can 
and should call for justice to be served 
and for Saleh to be held accountable for 
his crimes during the protests despite his 
immunity. In the coming days, weeks 
and years, Yemen will face the task of 
dismantling a vast patronage system, 
on-going protests, meddling from outside 
actors, a rebellion in the north, a seces-
sion movement in the south, strong tribal 
identities, a broken economy, the threat of 
al-Qaeda and an ever-decreasing resource 
base. Saleh may be gone, but the protests 
are not over, and the work has yet to begin 
in rebuilding the Yemeni state. 
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 To look at Africa is to see a 
continent ridden with poverty, violence, 
and hunger. As Africa continues the 
struggle to overcome a haunting past of 
oppressive colonialism it is constantly 
faced with political and humanitarian 
crises that keep much of the continent 
behind the rest of the world economi-
cally, politically, and socially. 

 And yet, sometimes hope is 
found in the most unlikely of places. 
Sierra Leone, a country historically 
burdened with political strife, internal 
violence and poverty, may be setting 
a positive example to the rest of the 
continent. Since its independence in 
1961, the small West African country 
has faced civil war, economic crisis and 
rampant political corruption—and yet 
in recent years it has given the world 
reason to be hopeful. Although politi-
cal violence continues in Sierra Leone, 
primarily between supports of the two 
main parties, the All People’s Congress 
(APC) and the Sierra Leone People’s 
Party (SLPP), democratic elections 
have occurred in the country since 2008 
without incident. The United Nations 
deemed the most recent presidential 

elections of 2008 to be free and fair, a 
major feat for a nation that had been torn 
apart by civil war for eleven years and 
faced massive humanitarian and refugee 
crises. 

 But still the greatest problem—
and greatest area of achievement—lies 
within the government itself. In 2008, 
President Ernest Koroma established the 
Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC), a 
powerful committee within the govern-
ment with the ability to initiate and 
investigate corruption charges against any 
government official, and recommend these 
cases for prosecution by the legal system if 
the charges turn out to be valid. The AAC 
has the power to investigate any level of 
government official, from any party—a 
substantial step forward in ending corrup-
tion prevalent amongst the highest rank-
ing of government officials. 

 Since its inception in 2008, the 
ACC has investigated hundreds of corrup-
tions allegations. Investigations have been 
tedious in a country that lags behind in 
sophisticated technology and that is bur-
dened with a long history of corruption 
and hiding. However, by 2010, four cases 
had been recommended for prosecution by 
the ACC, including the cases of two high-
ranking public ministers. While four 
cases out of several hundred going to trial 
may seem insignificant, the precedent the 
Anti-Corruption Committee is setting can-

An End to Corruption 
in Sierra Leone?
By: Logan Mahlum
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not be underestimated. While the Com-
mittee has only been alive in any mean-
ingful form for three years, it has made 
tremendous strides to physically reduce 
the levels of corruption in Sierra Leone, 
and symbolically represents change to 
the disenchanted people. 

 According to a 2010 survey, 
Sierra Leone ranked only 134 out of 178 
countries for level of transparency in 
government. This number, while dis-
couraging, has improved since a previ-
ous survey in 2008, where the country 
ranked much lower. Although such 
rankings are a good indication of how 

effective a government is at making its ac-
tions transparent and combating corrup-
tion, they do not explain the whole picture 
in Sierra Leone. For such a troubled 
country, the initiation of such programs 
as the ACC create hope and confidence 
within the general population that is 
essential to moving forward in terms of 
political and civil liberty rights. A small 
and poor country, Sierra Leone is never 
the less setting an excellent example for 
Africa and for the world. 
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 On July 9th, 2011, South Su-
dan declared its independence from 
the Republic of the Sudan due to an 
overwhelming vote in a referendum 
(scheduled as part of the 2005 peace 
deal that ended the second civil war 
between the North and South). As is the 
case with many other African nations, 
Sudan had been colonized by the Brit-
ish in the scramble for Africa, which 
created artificial country borders that 
encompassed many different groups 
with different values. This diversity led 
to a great deal of conflict in the region, 
especially between North and South 
Sudan over the control of land, water, 
and oil resources. Before the split, the 
Islamic North exploited the oil wealth 
in the Christian and animist South, 
while also discriminating against them 
and imposing Islamic law. 
 Therefore, a great deal of con-
flict between North and South Sudan 
was due to a lack of democracy and 
representation, which groups such as 
the Sudan Liberation Movement con-
tinuously fought for. Now that South 
Sudan has finally gained its indepen-
dence, the nation has many decisions to 
make about how it will proceed into the 

future, and a great deal of focus is being 
placed on making the state progressive 
and democratic. Many are taking advan-
tage of this period of incredible develop-
ment by pushing progressive movements 
to the forefront, such as the role of women 
in society and government, as well as in-
creased education and literacy. 
 So far, South Sudan has been 
incredibly progressive concerning wom-
en’s rights and representation. Recently, 
President Salva Kiir issued a proposal 
to appoint a woman as Prime Minister 
of South Sudan, a move for which The 
State Minister for Gender, Social, and 
Religious Affairs, Martha Nyamal Choat 
has declared her support. President Kiir 
has already given women 25% representa-
tion in the Transitional Constitution. In 
the past, women have faced high levels of 
illiteracy, namely because 70% of women 
are not educated; however, the new gov-
ernment looks to change this by seeking 
to include women in nation building and 
peace building.
 Increasing access to education 
is becoming a major concern in South 
Sudan.With a more educated populace, 
conflict due to tribalism and discrimina-
tion can be decreased. The administrator 
for the Coalition of South Sudan Civil 
Society Organization, Nathaniel Garang 
Aduot, has urged increased schooling to 
educate citizens on civil issues and devel-
opmental issues such as capacity building 
and water and sanitation development. 

South Sudan: A New 
Nation

By: Jessica Kroenert
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In addition to educating children, Adu-
ot wishes to educate the elderly as well 
in order to increase literacy rates across 
the country. South Sudan is making ef-
forts to progress into the modern world.
 However, their journey will be 
far from easy. Because the North op-
pressed them for so long, South Sudan 
is one of the world’s poorest countries. 
The nation has a severe lack of proper 
infrastructure, and is a breeding ground 
for easily eradicated tropical diseases 
and diarrheal illnesses due to a lack of 
proper healthcare and sanitation. It is 
also suspected that the Sudanese capi-
tal, Khartoum, has been funding ethnic 
rebellions in attempts to destabilize the 
new nation. 
 The one thing that may save the 
struggling nation is its incredible oil 
wealth, although it also posseses a po-
tential for huge problems. While the oil 
wealth of South Sudan is immense, the 
new nation lacks the proper facilities 
to take advantage of it; all the pipelines 
and refineries for oil processing are in 
the North. This means that the South 
no longer has access to necessary infra-
structure unless they wish to rely on 
North Sudan, which would inevitably 
lead to more conflict. Luckily, China 
has recognized South Sudan’s potential 
and has begun investing in new infra-
structure for the nation, in return for 
access to their oil. 
 India has been investing as well, 

but mostly in agriculture;  seeing South 
Sudan as a potentially huge resource for 
feeding the people of India, and is there-
fore introducing more modern and effi-
cient agricultural techniques.. 
 Whether or not this reliance on 
foreign investment will have a positive ef-
fect on the nation is something only time 
will tell. While it seems to be positive that 
China and India are helping South Sudan 
get on its feet and take its first steps into 
the modern world, the nation’s depen-
dence on these foreign powers may lead 
to an exploitative situation  similar to 
their original unfavorable situation with 
Northern Sudan.. 
 If America or any other western 
power decides to get involved in order to 
access South Sudan’s oil wealth, conflict 
is sure to arise between any or all of the 
countries involved. However, if the West 
supports the progressive development and 
increased democracy that are emerging 
within South Sudan, it could be a way for 
many Western nations to gain an ally in 
that part of the world. The situation in 
South Sudan is currently unstable, but it 
appears to be heading in a positive direc-
tion; only time will tell the fate of this 
new nation..
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 Ecuador, Hermosa. Beauty. Ec-
uador is my homeland, my safe-haven, 
my out-of-mind-and-body experience. 
 To travel to Ecuador is to expe-
rience another culture so different from 
your own that you need to go with an 
open mind and an open heart. But be 
forewarned—the people will touch your 
heart whether you are ready for it or 
not. 
 I traveled to Quito, Ecuador 
for three weeks last summer and stayed 
with my great-aunts. I have always 
felt a strong connection to the Span-
ish culture, probably because I am 
half-Ecuadorian. However, despite the 
connection, I knew little about my own 
heritage. I was prepared for whatever 
Ecuador was ready to offer me.
 My aunts were overjoyed that 
I had come, to learn and to experi-
ence.  They took me everywhere- from 
el mitad del mundo, (the center of the 
world,) to tropical rainforests. From 
them I learned what it was like to sit 
atop a mountain and just breathe. They 
showed me the beauty in simplicity—
their lifestyle being far more modest 
than my own, and yet far more reward-
ing as well. My aunts got fresh produce 

from the local market every day and 
walked nearly everywhere. They didn’t 
like to trouble their nephews asking for 
rides—saving that for special occasions. 
They took bread to the orphans in a 
church 5 blocks away every Sunday. They 
never missed church. Their daily lives 
were filled with so much meaning, ritual 
and happiness, because they knew the 
value of an honest days work. Their hap-
piness was contagious and I often laughed 
until I cried during my stay.  
 The people in Ecuador are, well, 
warmer if you ask me. They have so much 
to give and tell, despite their low economic 
standing. They will invite you in for a 
meal without a second thought. It was a 
drastic change from the type of people I 
had grown up with, which is not to say 
that the people I grew up with were un-
giving, because they were. It was just a 
different type of selflessness I had never 
seen before. 
 I remember one instance when 
my aunts’ neighbor bestowed upon me a 

Ecuador. Hermosa. 
Beauty.

By: Nicole Bacharach
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huge bag of mandarinas (local fruits)—
just because she heard I was visiting. 
She hugged and kissed me and begged 
me to sit down. I had never been so well 
received by a complete stranger before. 
In fact, every single person I met was 
so vibrant and full of life. They all had 
a story to tell, and the parallels and 
contrasts they drew between my life 
and theirs made them laugh and gasp 
in shock. They couldn’t believe that I 
could drive or that it snowed in New 
York. As for the laughter, a specific 
instance with Michael Jackson comes to 
mind. 
 We were eating dinner when a 
Michael Jackson documentary came on 
the television. My Aunt Loli silently 
got up and started dancing around 
the table. This was made all the more 
funny by the fact that the woman was 
in her eighties. My other aunt, Margar-
ita and I quickly joined her prancing 
around the house laughing for hours at 
Loli’s absurd movements, trying to emu-
late her. I don’t know if you’ve ever seen 
an eighty-year-old woman attempt to 
moon walk, but it’s one of the funniest 
sights in the world. All my aunts’ emo-
tions were candid; there was no layer of 
falsehood or politeness. They were who 
they were. It was incredible.
 My stay has, to say the least, 
humbled me. The trip truly was inef-
fable to me but I think the best mode 
of describing it is through the market 

we went to, Otovalo. We went to the 
market, which can best be described as 
an enormous flea market filled with 
hand made trinkets and clothing. It was 
overwhelming and yet, beautiful. The 
colors, (of the cloth, hats, bracelets) were 
so different from one another and yet all 
meshed so nicely. A person from every 
walk of life was at the market, the poor-
est selling whatever they could to make a 
profit off of, the richest buying in bulk to 
sell back in the states. Everyone seemed to 
get along; even the people yelling at you 
to buy things were cheerful.  It was an 
experience I’ll never forget. 
 As my aunts showed me around 
they moved slowly, basking in the sun-
shine of the warm spring day (it’s spring 
all year round) and showing me how to 
appreciate even the simplest of blankets. 
They would marvel over something for 
twenty-minutes making conversation with 
the weaver of the basket, or the artists 
of the metal jewelry. Time had no place; 
there was no rush. They lived in the mo-
ment. The market was just like my stay in 
Ecuador. It was full of so much, in such a 
small amount of time. I’m so grateful for 
the opportunity I had to live and experi-
ence as a native. I cannot wait to go back. 
 Ecuador, Hermosa. Beauty. To 
travel to Ecuador is to immerse yourself 
in a land awaiting you, beckoning you, 
and challenging you. Take the challenge, 
experience all the world has to offer, 
starting with an empanada from Ecuador. 
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 For centuries, quinoa, a grain-
like crop similar to rice, has been a 
staple food source for the people in the 
Andean region of South America. Since 
the time of the Incas up through recent 
history, quinoa has been revered for its 
nutritional value: its unique balance of 
amino acids and proteins makes it one 
of the only plants that can sustain life 
on its own. In Bolivia, one of South 
America’s poorest countries, between 
20 and 35 percent of the population is 
undernourished, and while quinoa has 
helped immensely with Bolivia’s battle 
against malnutrition in the past, the 
crop’s role in Bolivian society is quickly 
changing.
 Traditionally, quinoa has not 
spread far from the Andean region, or 
even far from Bolivia, remaining a sort 
of South American secret for centuries. 
However, in recent years, the cereal 
has gained tremendous international 

attention for its super-food qualities. A 
few decades ago, NASA did a study in 
which they declared quinoa as the “ideal 
food” for sustaining life on extended space 
missions. Since then, quinoa has been 
marketed all over the world as a health 
food and a lost treasure of the Incas, and 
has been growing exponentially in popu-
larity, especially in highly developed na-
tions of North America and Europe. 
 This outstanding increase in popu-
larity has had both positive and negative 
effects on the Bolivian economy. On the 
positive side, the high demand for quinoa 
abroad has helped boost the income of 
quinoa farmers and improve the standard 
of living in quinoa-growing areas. This 
is a major accomplishment and huge step 
forward considering that income disparity 
in Bolivia between the richest ten percent 
and the poorest ten percent of the popula-
tion was previously estimated to be 91:1. 
In fact, the impact of quinoa has been so 
prominent that President Evo Morales 
has proposed to the United Nations to 
make 2013 the “International Year of 
Quinoa,” and he is advocating for greater 
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industrialization of quinoa produc-
tion by giving out millions of dollars 
in loans to quinoa farmers across the 
country. It appears that quinoa produc-
tion may soon follow in the Bolivian 
oil industry’s footsteps and be nation-
alized by the government, bringing in 
huge income for the small country.  
 However, the drawbacks to the 
boom of the quinoa market are incred-
ibly significant; the demand for the 
cereal in foreign countries has driven 
up prices so high in Bolivia that the 
majority of Bolivians can no longer af-
ford it. Now, in a country where quinoa 
was the staple crop and was used in 
many traditional cultural foods just a 
few decades ago, younger generations 
are beginning to prefer cheaper rice and 
noodles because quinoa is simply no 
longer within their reach. Those who 
do wish to incorporate quinoa into their 
diets either have to pay the incred-
ibly high prices or are forced to grow 
and produce the crop at home, which 
is an incredibly involved process that 
for most Bolivians just isn’t worth it. 
Due to this developing trend, there is 
currently a food crisis in Bolivia and 
president Morales is looking for ways 
to promote the development of Bolivia 
using the quinoa industry. 
 As an American consumer, I be-
lieve it is vitally important to be aware 
of the impact that quinoa has on the 
Bolivian economy and to consider this 

impact before purchasing the product. 
If something doesn’t change soon, the 
Bolivian people will simply fall deeper 
and deeper into their food crisis, which 
is why I feel it is so important to look for 
alternative ways to produce quinoa. It is 
simply too much of a strain on the Bo-
livian economy for the country to be the 
only major producer of the crop for much 
longer. 
 The crop itself is definitely an 
incredible food that should continue to 
be produced; its balance of nutrients is 
an excellent supplement to the diets of 
vegans and vegetarians, and may even be 
safe for gluten-free diets. However, it is 
ludicrous to sacrifice the economy of an 
entire country for a food-product. Some 
of the developing countries that are major 
consumers of quinoa should begin to look 
into alternative sources of quinoa, wheth-
er they produce the crop themselves or in-
vest in its production in other nations. It 
may take some time, but if countries like 
the US can find the right balance between 
Bolivian produced quinoa and quinoa 
from other sources, the crop can be safely 
incorporated into diets around the world 
without being detrimental to the South 
American people that depend on it.
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 The news has been abuzz with 
murmurs of “Europe” this and “debt 
crisis” that.  Countries in the European 
Union have been in trouble, that’s for 
sure, and unless the compounding debt 
is harnessed and a solution is found, 
these financial troubles and fears will 
spread to other countries in the Euro-
pean Union.  Greece in particular has 
been at the forefront of the debt crisis 
news.  On November 11th, 2011, an 
interim government headed by Lucas 
Papademos was set in place in order to 
pull Greece out of debt and ensure that 
they pay not their first, but second bail-
out.  What caused this financial crisis 
to ripple across Europe, and how did 
Greece fall into such extreme debt?  
 
 The European Union was es-
tablished in 1993, originating from the 
European Coal and Steel Community 
and European Economic Community, 
and is now a union of 27 member states.  
All states are independent, but the EU 
has many institutions that make inter-
governmental decisions.  The EU oper-
ates under a single economic market.  
All member states, upon joining, signed 
an agreement to limit their spending 
and amount of debt.  The economy is 
considered a single economy rather 
than multiple, and, in total, generates 

the highest level of GDP in the world.  
Therefore the financial crisis of one state 
naturally has a ripple effect across the en-
tire European Union, and raises concern 
across the entire world.

 The current debt crisis is nothing 
new; the financial crisis began back in 
2009, and picked up speed in 2010. Why 
this severe increase in debt?  Greece’s 
plunge into debt was caused by a number 
of reasons. Despite the EU’s limits on 
spending and borrowing, it was easy for 
countries to hide their financial activ-
ity.  Thus, countries like Greece continued 
to borrow and spend beyond its means.  
There was a lack of transparency and 
a false assumption that the European 
Union countries were safe to investment 
in.  Countries across the globe also started 
to face problems with debt, and thus 
industries such as tourism took a hit, an 
unaffordable luxury to most people, but 
a vital aspect of Greece’s income.  Greece 
was also very reliant on external invest-
ment and foreign bank lenders, particu-
larly France and Germany, two of the 
strongest and biggest member states of the 
EU.  The France-Belgium bank Dexia 
failed, depriving Greece of funds.  These 
factors compiled with the growing, almost 
contagious, fear of investment.  All of 
these reasons depleted Greece’s national 
income and increased its debt, making 
Greece unable to pay back its loans and 
credit.

Greece in Trouble
By: Katrina Steinley
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 The first bailout package pre-
sented by the International Monetary 
Fund was worth €110 billion (roughly 
$151 billion) along with austerity 
measures and spending cuts.  This was 
followed by the creation of the Euro-
pean Financial Stability Facility as 
an emergency fund for Europe, and 
its rescue package worth €750 billion 
(roughly $1 trillion).  However, there 
were not enough funds for Greece to 
pay back its debts, and the people of 
Greece violently protested the austerity 
measures.  Further austerity measures 
and financial assistance were deemed 
necessary, especially after Standard 
& Poors, a company that assesses how 
creditworthy and secure borrowers are, 
gave Greece the lowest debt rating in 
the world in June 2011, showing the 
rest of the world that Greece was a risky 
investment.  A second bailout plan 
was proposed in October 2011, which 
included writing off 50 % of the Greek 
debt.

 Greece is in a predicament.  Due 
to high wage demands, companies have 
not been able to compete internation-
ally due to their high production costs, 
leading to increased unemployment, 
fewer tax revenues, and therefore less 
income for the government.  And since 
the whole EU bloc uses the euro, Greece 
is unable to alter the value of its cur-
rency like other non-EU countries 

might in order to adjust their market 
policies.  If Greece completely does not 
repay its loans, or worse leaves the euro, 
financial fear will have a domino effect 
across other European countries.

 And we come back to the present.  
On October 31, 2011, Socialist Prime Min-
ister George Papandreou posed a referen-
dum to the people of Greece, asking the 
voters whether or not they wanted to stay 
in the Eurozone.  After severe cuts and 
austerity measures this was an attempt 
by Papandreou to appeal to the Greek 
people.  However, his actions resulted 
in a backlash from the rest of the Euro-
pean Union and caused a global fear of 
European financial markets and invest-
ment.  Papandreou faced surmounting 
pressure to step down, and finally agreed 
that an interim government was needed.  
Papandreou was replaced by the former 
vice president of the European Union’s 
bank (the European Central Bank), Lucas 
Papademos.  The replacement of politi-
cal elected officials by unbiased financial 
experts was considered a necessity to save 
Greece’s economy.  Papademos has been 
given 100 days to get a €130 billion ($177 
billion) bailout program passed by the 
parliament, and to receive the next €8 bil-
lion in international loans so that Greece 
does not completely default.  He must pass 
a new budget, enforce new tax laws, and 
make extreme spending cuts, even though 
such policies may, and will, be unpopular 
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with many Greek people.

 Not just the people of Greece, 
but the rest of Europe and the rest of 
the world will have to wait and see if 
this new unity government can repair 
Greece’s financial dilemmas and pull 
the country out of financial turmoil.  
The failure to do so will create wide-
spread financial panic extending far 
beyond the borders of Greece.

George Papandreou, the former Prime 
Minister of Greece, has recently resigned 
and appointed Lucas Papademos as in-
terim PM. The appointment of the new 
PM was done without the consent of the 
people, in order to sidestep politically 
difficult decisions. Greece has also given 
up some of its governmental responsibili-
ties to the EU - specifically the European 
Commission, which is the bureaucratic 
arm of the EU. The combined strengthen-
ing of bureaucracy in the EU and tech-
nocracy in Greece is depriving Greece of 
its once-valued democracy. 
 The series of events which led 
to the disposal of Greece’s democracy 
forced Papandreou to make many dif-
ficult political decisions. Papandreou’s 
struggles result from his accountability to 
the Greek citizens, the IMF, and the EU-
-all of which have conflicting interests. 
The IMF wants to see structural reforms 
that promote growth, the EU wants to 
see a reduction in the budget deficit, and 
Greek citizens want to keep their jobs 
and welfare benefits. Papandreou entered 
into this dilemma on May 2, 2010 when 
he agreed to a bailout package set up by 
the IMF and EU, and in exchange prom-
ised €30 billion in budget cuts over the 
next 3 years. Two days later, the public 
responded with a 48 hour nationwide 
strike. However, after the strike was over 
the parliament approved the austerity 
bill. This was only the beginning of the 
government’s disregard for the people. The 

The Disappearance of 
Democracy and the 

Economic Woes of the 
EU’s Bureaucracy
By: Emmett O’Brien

 Democracy originates from the 
Greek word “demokratia”: a combina-
tion of “demos” which translates to 
‘common people’, and “kratos” which 
means ‘rule’ or ‘strength’, together they 
define democracy as rule by the com-
mon people. Today the Greek people are 
experiencing an absence of the demo-
cratic ideals their country once revered. 
Instead, Greece has produced plenty 
of drama   another one of its’ creations. 
This drama has not been ignored as 
global markets and global policy mak-
ers have kept their eyes on Europe to 
see how it will handle its debt crises. 
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IMF and EU then continued to pres-
sure Papandreou to make fiscal reforms 
in order to receive bailout funds. Pa-
pandreou was forced to raise women’s 
retirement age to 65, cut pensions by 
20%, privatize government organiza-
tions, institute a property tax, and cre-
ate a labor reserve which would allow 
30,000 state workers to be placed on 
60% pay and be dismissed after a year. 
After the creation of the labor reserve 
there were riots in Athens on October 
21, 2011 estimated to consist of  100,000 
people. 
 On October 27th the Eurozone 
members came to an agreement on 
bailout terms for Greece and terms for 
the rest of the European Union. Soon 
after, Papandreou announced plans 
for a referendum on the new bailout 
package. This would have allowed the 
Greek citizens to have a say in one of 
the biggest decisions in their lifetime. 
Greece is faced with four options, two 
of which are politically unlikely: rais-
ing taxes and reducing government 
expenditures. The other two choices are 
to borrow money from EU neighbors or 
default outright. With the possibility 
that the Greeks would vote down the 
bailout deal, the international finan-
cial markets tumbled and EU leaders 
pressured Papandreou to change his 
course of action. Days later the referen-
dum was canceled, Papandreou resigned 
and a technocratic provisional govern-

ment was set up. Papademos was given 
the challenge of passing fiscal reforms 
through the coalition government. 
 Papademos was appointed for the 
purpose of reassuring the EU and the 
IMF that Greece will be able to imple-
ment a 50% cut for private holders of 
Greek Bonds, the belief that he will be 
able to make politically difficult choices 
since he isn’t a member of a political 
party, and because he was not democrati-
cally elected. The EU is in need of reas-
surance due to Greece’s poor financial 
history. Greece wound up in this mess 
because it was unable to abide by the 
recommended limit of a 3% budget deficit, 
which was established in the Stability and 
Growth Pact. The new bailout plan from 
the Euro Summit Statement of 26 October 
2011, attempts to fix this error by enacting 
a balanced budget constraint on member 
states. The plan also declares that there 
will be increased economic and finan-
cial surveillance. As a result of increased 
surveillance, the European Semester will 
be launched next year. This program will 
allow the European Council as well as 
the European Commission to review and 
give strategic advice on nations’ budgetary 
policies. The countries will then revise 
their budgets and resubmit them for 
further supervision. The European Plus 
Pact also further decreases nations’ fis-
cal independence by forcing countries to 
implement certain fiscal rules regarding 
the sustainability and functions of health-
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care, social benefits, retirement, and a 
balanced budget. 
 The plan outlined at the Octo-
ber 26th European Summit hands over 
most of individual nations’ governing 
power to the overly bureaucratic and 
inflexible EU. The bureaucratic por-
tion of the EU is embodied in the Eu-
ropean Commission, which is composed 
of appointees of the Council who are 
approved by the Parliament. The Com-
mission is deemed “the only body paid 
to think European,” because its role is 
to be solely concerned with the EU and 
not with nation states. The problem is 
that the Commission has been increas-
ing its powers substantially. The more 
the Commission is able to increase its 
powers the less representative and dem-
ocratic the EU becomes. The EU was 
formed to create a supranational com-
munity with states that had, “common 
cultural values of their identity and 
their membership of a society founded 
on freedom, democracy, tolerance and 
solidarity.” However, the EU has been 
gravitating away from its democratic 
foundation. 
 One must question the efficiency 
and validity of fiscal oversight by the 
EU. EU member countries have diverse 
fiscal necessities. Fiscal oversight will 
constrain member states and make them 
conform to a similar fiscal system. This 
fiscal system will adopt rules created 
during the European Summit on Octo-

ber 26th. Similarly, the authoritative and 
bureaucratic European Monetary Union, 
which is embodied in the ECB, has failed 
to service member states properly and 
has caused housing bubbles in Spain and 
Ireland because of its’ low interest rates. 
Thus, a supranational fiscal authority 
would be inadequate due to its imposition 
of common fiscal rules on diverse coun-
tries with diverse needs. 
 Fiscal issues need to be handled by 
those who directly represent the people. 
If the people who are directly affected 
by fiscal policy are unable to influence 
policy through democratic elections, these 
citizens will face the struggle of a slower 
and inelastic bureaucratic system, espe-
cially during a depression. The inability 
of citizens to influence policy makers will 
cause frustration and will most likely re-
sult in a departure from the EU. If Greece 
were given the vote to approve the new 
bailout package, they would either accept 
or reject the Euro. They would then come 
to terms with its consequences because of 
their personal connection in the decision 
making process. However, by avoiding the 
opinions of the Greek citizens, the Greek 
government and the EU have predisposed 
Greece to future frustration and animosity 
towards the EU, which could be disastrous 
and even lead to war. The Greek’s ability 
to maintain control of their fiscal author-
ity is the keystone upon which rests the 
chance for Greece to preserve its represen-
tative democracy.  
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 On June 28, 1914, Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hun-
gary was assassinated, an event that 
launched the world into its first world 
war. Austria-Hungary declared war on 
Serbia and Russia and in turn Germany 
declared war on Russia, France and 
Britain. The German people initially 
supported the war due to promises of a 
quick victory, but as the war continued 
the home front suffered supply short-
ages and the German people’s support 
for the soldiers waned. One of these 
soldiers was Jünger, a nineteen-year-old 
German, who volunteered to fight in 
the German army in 1914 in a zeal-
ous attempt to escape his monotonous 
life as a student. Jünger’s memoir, 
Storm of Steel, is a useful primary 
source when researching World War 
I because it depicts an unique set of 
coping mechanisms with regard to the 
war and is written in a tone of excite-
ment characterized by robotic behav-
ior. Despite several revisions over the 
course of forty years, Storm of Steel is 
a valuable resource when exploring the 
various ways that soldiers acclimated to 
their wartime climates during World 
War I as opposed to other major wars. 

The account captures the trauma that 
Jünger experienced and helps others to 
better understand how he dealt with the 
impact of the war. 
 Storm of Steel depicts a different 
viewpoint of combat: one lacking the emo-
tional aspect of death -which is typically 
represented in anti-war literature. Jünger 
served in the front lines of the German 
Army, where he acclimated to the danger-
ous trench life and was regularly exposed 
to inhumane deaths. The most traumatic 
incident occurs during the Great Battle 
when Jünger witnesses a shell that direct-
ly hit the German companies, resulting 
in the death of over one hundred men. He 
describes the scene as, “even the greatest of 
the battles we had experienced seemed like 
a tea party by comparison” . This experi-
ence shapes his future actions and affects 
the material and tone of his future works, 
thus influencing future generations’ views 
about the war. The focus and tone of his 
work is one of relative excitement about 
the war, rather than a portrayal of  nega-
tive and emotional aspects. An example of 
this enthusiasm is seen on the first page 
of Jünger’s text, “No finer death in all the 
world than…Anything to participate, not 
to have to stay home!” . As the account 
progresses, it is clear that Jünger’s pas-
sion for war is expressed in a robotic and 
heartless tone. An example of this is seen 
after a man from a visiting regiment is 
accidentally killed, Jünger says, “Mistakes 
like that happened quite frequently… one 

Jünger’s Method of 
Coping Influences Gen-

erations
By: Lexi Rockwood
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didn’t spend too much time anguishing 
over them” . This tone is characteristic 
of someone who is attempting to handle 
the inhumane death and massive de-
struction that he has been exposed to 
throughout the war. 
 This view vastly differs from 
other anti-war novels, such as The 
Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien. 
O’Brien focused on the Vietnam War 
by discussing a fictional platoon of 
American soldiers and their daily ex-
periences during the war. An immense 
amount of time is spent developing each 
character’s story, going into great detail 
about the deaths of each member in 
the company, such as Kiowa, O’Brien’s 
closest friend in the company. The style 
of O’Brien’s anti-war novel emphasizes 
the cruelty of war and the author’s 
remorse for the horrific events that oc-
curred. Jünger’s subtle transition into a 
cold-hearted soldier represents how he 
becomes part of the German machine. 
In order to survive the war, he must 
develop a war mentality, and kill with-
out thinking or feeling remorse. Jünger 
must maintain his masculinity by 
disregarding emotions regarding suffer-
ing, and ultimately becomes hardened 
by the war. Jünger’s system of managing 
these experiences makes this account 
important to study when researching 
the topic of World War I. It is essen-
tial to acknowledge that each soldier 
handles their situation differently, as 

seen through the comparison of Jünger in 
the First World War and O’Brien in the 
Vietnam War. 
 Although Jünger’s account un-
derwent significant historical change 
due to Jünger, the man, evolving as well 
as the political environment transform-
ing, Storm of Steel is still essential in 
researching individual coping mecha-
nisms used in war. Jünger’s account has 
been re-published eight times between 
1920-1961. The first edition of Storm of 
Steel was published in 1920, directly after 
the conclusion of the First World War. 
Due to Jünger’s young age and the close-
ness of the traumatic experiences at the 
time of the publication, the first edition 
contained the most bloodlust and lack 
of emotion. Jünger himself refers to his 
pre-1930s writing as his “Old Testament” . 
At the time, this representation of the war 
helped to boost German nationalism after 
the country’s defeat. In Michael Hof-
mann’s introduction, he states, “It [Storm 
of Steel] is the work of a man whom the 
war made” . Jünger published his relative-
ly uncensored thoughts in order to help 
himself work through the experience. 
 In the late 1920s, all aspects of life 
became politicized and after stating that 
he “hated democracy like the plague,”  the 
rising Nazi party failed in their attempts 
at recruiting him. Throughout this ever-
changing political world, Jünger’s memoir 
continued to change, incorporating the 
maturity that came from more experi-
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iences, such as fighting in World War 
II. For a short period of time follow-
ing the Second World War, Jünger 
was not allowed to publish material in 
Germany due to government censorship. 
These factors caused Jünger’s “accounts 
of trench fighting or assaults [to be]… 
more disciplined and restrained than 
they once were”  when the publishing 
ban was finally lifted. Throughout this 
time period, considerable changes oc-
curred within Jünger himself and the 
world around him, but these changes 
do not diminish his works’ intellectual 
value. Influences from these personal 
and worldly factors generated a memoir 
that encompasses a spectrum of time 
periods as well as a more objective ap-
proach to the topic of World War I. 
 According to the British histo-
rian Edward Hallett Carr, “to write his-
tory is the only way of making it.”  This 
applies to Jünger because it is through a 
rigorous revision process that Storm of 
Steel has become historical knowledge. 
Due to its multiple revisions, one can 
conclude that Jünger’s record is one of 
the earliest World War I books, as well 
as one of the latest.  Hofmann states, 
“the experience it offers the reader is 
both more immediate and more con-
sidered” meaning that the account 
encompasses real-life, current, trauma 
through the lens of a more objective 
perspective. With this combination, the 
memoir can be highly regarded as “an 

indestructible book, clear, trustworthy, 
close to events and full of matter” . 
 The First World War introduced 
many young men from various countries 
to their first experience with trench 
warfare. Each soldier acclimated to the 
dangerous and life-threatening situations 
differently. Jünger’s account is an excel-
lent representation of one way of manag-
ing the immense stress and remorse that a 
young soldier must have felt. He became 
hardened by the circumstances, reflected 
in Storm of Steel. The revision processes 
that his memoir went through reveals the 
impact that alterations can have on the 
information that is conveyed to the reader 
and therefore the immense power of the 
historian.
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